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Introducing Margaret Karl 

 

 

St. Cecilia would like to introduce you to the newest 
member of the community and leadership team, 
Margaret Karl. Beginning July 1, 2017, Margaret Karl 
joined the Catholic Education Office to fill the role of 
Director of City Catholic Elementary Schools.   

 

In her role, Mrs. Karl will work with 
Mrs. Loux to make sure academic         
performance, Catholic identity and all 
other needs of the students and 
school community are being met.   
She has an extensive background in 
education having served at Visitation 
Academy and Villa Duchesne as             
principal for many years.  We had a 
chance to sit down with Mrs. Karl to 
learn more about her.  

Tell us more about yourself.    

I was raised Catholic. I am one of ten 
children, I have six brothers and three 
sisters. I am the sixth in line. Our faith 
was always the center of our life. Our 
Parish growing up was St. Joseph in 
Clayton. I am married to Jeff Karl. I 
have one daughter and two                                           
granddaughters (ages 8 and 2). We       
belong to St. Gerard Majella Parish. 

Why did you decide to go into          

education? 

For the last 39 years, I have been a            
principal in Catholic Elementary 
Schools. My initial beginning in            
education was as a special  education 
teacher in a self-contained learning             
disabilities  classroom, I then moved 
into a principal position upon finishing 
my Master’s Degree in Administration 
and  Supervision.  

Children inspire me! I enjoy seeing        
children learn and achieve success. It 
is so awesome to watch children get          
excited about learning, and begin to 
question and display their creativity 
as they explore and want to know 
more. Children make me want to  
continue to learn. I consider myself a 
lifelong learner. 
 
It’s only been a few months, but 

what can you tell our readers about 

your new role? 

I have thoroughly enjoyed it!  I love 
being able to visit the different 
schools and see the various programs 
and the impact they are having on our 
students. The principals and adminis-
trators in each of our schools know 
their communities well and have   
developed a program that addresses 
the needs specific of their school.  

I look forward to working with each 
school community to continue to 
make education accessible and 
affordable. Together our goal is to 
challenge our students academically 
to allow them greater opportunities 
in their future  educational choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Student Spotlight 

Karla B., 3rd Grade 

“Since the first day of school, St. 
Cecilia is one of my favorite  

places to be.“ 

Karla is in 3rd grade at St. Cecilia 

and has attended since                     

Kindergarten. Her favorite thing 

about school is writing, and she 

loves to write about her family, 

including her two brothers. Karla 

is a very active and creative           

student, with interests such as 

drawing, gymnastics, and               

playing outside.  

Her goal is to be a teacher when 

she grows up, because her 

teachers at school help her learn 

a great deal and show her            

kindness. She enjoys going to 

church now, and even made her 

First Communion last year. Karla 

says “Since the first day of 

school, St. Cecilia is one of my 

favorite places to be.” 
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The Principal’s Corner 

A Message from Principal Loux  

 

Dear Friends of St. Cecilia: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

(Matthew 11:28) Our St. Cecilia community is focused this year on coming 

to Jesus in times of joy and hardship.  We are blessed with the opportunity 

to come to Jesus in daily community prayer, weekly masses, and                   

reconciliation.  This year we have begun to use our beautiful and intimate 

chapel within the school building for individual class masses followed by 

donuts and discussion with Fr. Ochoa.  This opportunity provides students 

with an opportunity to get to know Fr. Ochoa better and have greater              

participation in the mass.   

We started the year in awe of God’s creation while observing the solar eclipse as a school community 

with eclipse glasses, online viewing parties, and prayer.  Steve Templeton from KMOV even came out 

to talk with our 1st and 2nd graders about the eclipse and other weather patterns. Another                                 

successful event was our first Family Day when we celebrated the virtue of faith by sharing a                     

religious item with our school families in getting to know one another.  Each month we meet in 

mixed grade levels with our family groups and focus on one virtue to practice more diligently.  We 

have also been blessed to have so many wonderful students, parents, parishioners, faculty, alumni, 

and friends engaged in our school community.  Whether it be coming to our school to read to our 

students, coaching a sport, participating in a Saturday service day, or giving of your financial                 

treasures---we know that it takes a community---and we are very blessed.   Please feel free to come 

and visit us any time. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our school community!  

Blessings,  

 

 

Mary Loux 

Principal 

LEARN MORE AT               

STC-STL.ORG! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS ON COLLEGE 

NIGHT AND SAVINGS  

PROGRAM 

School Happenings 

First Bank Partners with St. Cecilia 

St. Cecilia School and Academy is pleased to announce that 

First Bank is offering a 4 week financial literacy course for our 

middle school students.  Every Tuesday in October, employees 

from First Bank follow a specific curriculum to educate our  

students regarding banking, budgeting, credit cards and more.  

This financial literacy is very important for our students!   

On October 11, Wells Fargo Advisors 

and the United Way invited families to 

attend a Focus on College Savings Night 

to kick-off their savings program with 

St. Cecilia families.   

This partnership is in its third year and 

all families are invited to participate to 

begin saving for college.  The program 

consists of each family establishing a 

traditional savings account for their  

student and to begin a monthly savings 

program.  The goal is for each student 

to save $250 and WFA and the United 

Way will match the savings up to the 

$250.    

Additionally, for participating WFA 

awards $10,000 to St. Cecilia for           

additional scholarships. The program 

ends in May with a celebration of                

everyone’s goals.   

Research published by the St. Louis  

Federal Reserve shows that a college 

savings account with even $1 will                 

increase the likelihood a child will 

attend college from 45 percent to 71 

percent.  

St. Cecilia Progressive Dinner 

It was such a wonderful evening to enjoy a meal with                 

friends and support St. Cecilia School and Academy!  Gail               

Albers, a volunteer at St. Cecilia for 6 years, and a parishioner 

at St. Alban Roe, organized a Progressive Dinner for parishion-

ers of St. Alban Roe.  Proceeds from the event will support St. 

Cecilia.  Six hosts from St. Alban Roe organized dinner for 6 

couples.  At the conclusion of dinner, everyone gathered at St. 

Alban Roe for dessert and coffee.  Ms. Mary Loux attended for 

dessert to talk more about our school.  Thank you Gail and 

thank you to our wonderful donors! 



 

Congratulations to Dylan Rivillas! Incoming kin-

dergartner Dylan Rivillas was the recipient of the 

Hispanic Alliance Scholarship.  He was invited to 

participate in a formal ceremony in July.   To 

date, Dylan is the youngest recipient of the 

scholarship.  Congratulations Dylan!   

Congratulations to Bridney Dominguez, the        

recipient of the Graciela Hartenbach Scholarship.  

The Hartenbach family are parishioners at St.          

Cecilia Church and offer this generous                    

scholarship to one of our students.  Scholarship 

winners are chosen from a group of students by 

a committee after review of an essay.   

  
  

Scholarships Change Lives at St. Cecilia! 

Carlos Martinez, pitcher for the St. Louis 

Cardinals and major fan of St. Cecilia 

School and Academy renewed his $1,000 

scholarship this school year as well.  This 

scholarship is granted through his Tsuna-

mi Foundation.  The family selected for 

this award is based upon financial need.  

Thank you Mr. Martinez for this generous 

scholarship. 

Are you interested in sponsoring a scholarship 

on behalf of one of our students or families?  

Tuition assistance and scholarships are an             

important need for our school and families.   

We want any student that desires to be at              

St. Cecilia to attend without regard to financial            

circumstance.  Contact Toni Ponder if you are 

interested in designating a specific scholarship.  

All amounts matter.   

In addition to the private scholarships listed                   

 

above, we are grateful to the Today and 

Tomorrow Educational Foundation  and 

the Perkins Malo Hunter Foundation.   

95% of our students receive                      

scholarships from these two foundations 

to alleviate tuition burdens on families.  

Thank you for this support! 

 



 

 Thank you to the generous individuals, corporations, and foundations that have supported St. Cecilia School and Academy! This  alphabetical 

list of donors is for the time period of February 1, 2017 through September 1, 2017. To be included in our next newsletter, please make a 

gift online to stc-stl.org or use the envelope provided. We try our best to include every gift (including in kind) and apologize if you were     

omitted. If you gave a gift during this time period and your name is omitted, please inform our development office at 314-792-7045. 

ACCESS Academies 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Albers 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Amann 

Mr. Charles Bartnett 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bartnett 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bertel 

Mrs. Annemarie Bertrich 

Mr. John Besch Jr. 

Mr. J. Russell Bley 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Buncher 

Dr. and Mrs. Lorenzo Castro and Erika Castro 

Ms. Janice Commens 

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Dence 

Ms. Jeanne Downey 

Ms. Judy Durham 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Enger 

Finance Office - Archdiocese of St. Louis 

Mr. Jim Ford 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Forte 

Ms. Joan Fuchs 

Msgr. Robert Gettinger 

Graciela Hartenbach Scholarship 

Ms. Kimberly Grana 

Rev. Msgr. Raymond Hampe 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hardebeck 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Harper 

Mr. Lawrence Held 

Hispanic Leaders Group 

Mr. Frank Homa 

Mr. Clem Igel 

Immaculate Conception School 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kaestner 

Mr. Richard J. Kasznel 

Mr. and Mrs. James Keller 

Mr. Bryan K. Kirchoff 

Ms. Kathleen Koenigsfeld 

KPMG 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kramer 

Mrs. Linda Kuhlmeyer 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Langhammer 

Mr. and Mrs. John Laury 

Mr. Roger Lesch 

Mrs. Joan Loseto 

Mr. Michael Lowry 

MasterCard 

Mrs. and Mr. Sandra Meagher 

The Meyer Law Firm, P.C. 

Ms. Melissa Murphy 

Ms. Carolyn Myers 

Dr. Kurt Nelson 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Niehoff 

Ms. Kate Northcott 

Ms. Phyllis Oakes 

Oriental Trading Company 

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gift Program 

The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Rephlo 

Mrs. Donna Ringwald 

Mr. John Ringwald 

Roman Catholic Foundation of Eastern Missouri 

Ms. Margaret Salia 

Ms. Cris Scatizzi 

Schwab Charitable Fund 

Ms. Marie Schwegel 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Sharp 

Mr. James Sharp 

Ms. Rita Smith 

St. Alban Roe Catholic Church 

St. Louis Community Foundation 

St. Louis District Dairy Council 

St. Louis Zoo 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Stecher 

Ms. Charlotte Sulltrop 

Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Van Horn 

Wells Fargo Advisors 

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign 

Dr. Carol Wesley 

White Castle System, Inc. 

Mr. Tom Wiegert 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Wilbur 

Ms. JoAnne Wilmes 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Winkeler 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Young 

Friend of St. Cecilia School and Academy 

 To learn more about giving opportunities at                                                                                                                           

St. Cecilia School and Academy,  please contact                                                                                                         

Toni Ponder at toniponder@archstl.org or 314-792-7045. 

2017 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS 

GET INVOLVED! 



GET INVOLVED! 

2016-2017 
……… ………………………………………………………

                                                                    

ST. CECILIA SCHOOL AND ACADEMY 

906 EICHELBERGER STREET                   

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63111 

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY: 

St. Cecilia School and Academy 

stc-stl.org 
 

 

Save the Date! 

On November 9th at 8am, join us 
for a Morning Mingle, including a 
casual continental breakfast and 

tour to meet our students! 

 

To RSVP email 
toniponder@archstl.org! 


